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Wi-Fi for Norwich to London trains

Business-led economic development partnership Shaping Norfolk’s Future has welcomed plans to introduce wi-fi facilities for passengers on the Norwich to London rail line.

The East of England Development Agency, Norfolk County Council and Suffolk County Council are providing £346,000 towards installation of the equipment on the trains which are operated by National Express East Anglia.

Research carried out by SNF in 2008 revealed that business passengers were overwhelmingly in favour of the installation of wi-fi on Norwich to London services.

Since then SNF and its partners have been campaigning for the introduction of wi-fi, which would bring the service in line with other Inter-City routes across the UK.

Mark Hodges, chairman of Shaping Norfolk’s Future and executive director of Aviva, said: “We are delighted that EEDA, Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils and National Express have been able to strike a deal”.

“Improving the rail links to London remains a key priority for SNF, and the introduction of wi-fi facilities will ensure travellers can make more productive use of their journey time”.

“We see this success as being the first important step in our ambitions to see faster, more reliable and more comfortable trains introduced on the line between Norwich and London.”
Notes to editors

Shaping Norfolk’s Future is the private-sector led economic development partnership. It brings together the public, private and voluntary sectors to create more jobs and wealth for the people of Norfolk

For further comment or to arrange an interview contact:

Chris Starkie, SNF chief executive, on (01603) 224483 or (07827) 309669

