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Press release – Strict embargo 00:01 Fri November 20 2009
Shaping Norfolk’s Future launches campaign for rail improvements on the Norwich to London mainline in partnership with other regional 
stakeholders 
Business and political leaders today (fri) joined forces to launch a campaign for a better deal on the Norwich to London rail line.

The campaign, led by economic development partnership Shaping Norfolk’s Future, working with Regional Cities East, is designed to highlight the economic importance of the Great Eastern mainline.
It calls for the Department of Transport and Network Rail to commit to improve the line, which connects some of the fastest growing parts of the UK.
The campaign argues that investment in the Norwich to London mainline is crucial to bring it into the 21st century.

For example the 115 mile journey from Norwich to London takes around 1hr 50 mins, while the 180 mile journey from York to London takes 1 hr 59mins and the 118 mile journey from Birmingham to London takes just 1hr 23 mins.
Campaign partners include the East of England Development Agency, Regional Cities East, the Norfolk Rail Alliance, Norfolk County Council and the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce.
The partnership has set out six priorities which need to be addressed:

1 Faster journey times

2 More carriage capacity

3 Investment in track infrastructure to enable faster and more reliable journeys

4 Retention and development of a high quality intercity service offering an excellent travel experience on clean, comfortable, wi-fi enabled trains
5 Improved station environment and facilities

6 Longer franchises which can further increase investment in the service
The launch of the campaign comes as Andrew Chivers, managing director of National Express East Anglia, outlined his vision for the Norwich to London line at Shaping Norfolk’s Future’s annual conference in Norwich.
In a speech today (Fri) he outlined how NXEA had been undertaking the initial groundwork and building stakeholder support for a project to develop the business case and secure investment for a major upgrade of the service.

The aspirations he set out are consistent with SNF’s priorities and focus in particular on quicker journey times, new trains and infrastructure improvements.
A key part of the SNF rail campaign will be gathering the evidence to assess the economic benefits of upgrading the line, with EEDA commissioning a study to support this work.

Shaping Norfolk’s Future chairman and Aviva executive director Mark Hodges, said: “The Norwich to London route is consistently overlooked by central government and Network Rail.

“Our campaign is designed to highlight the importance of the route and bring about much needed improvements.”
Steve Morphew, RCE chairman and leader of Norwich City Council, said: ““RCE brings together ambitious urban centres down the line between Norwich and London. Norwich, Ipswich, and Colchester are direct links, while Southend relies on the track for critical economic links. As drivers of growth and prosperity for the region and UK PLC we need investment in key infrastructure. Our links with the capital need to be robust if we are to maximize our potential to deliver prosperity. The rail infrastructure we currently rely on falls well short of our needs, so it’s vital that we see some major improvements.”

Ann Steward, Norfolk County Council’s cabinet member for economic development, said the county council gave the campaign its full support.

“Norfolk County Council sees the Norwich to London train service as vitally important for the county and all who live, work and do business here. Reliability has improved recently and we are glad that work on the overhead lines is going ahead, but the service could be better. Reduced journey times would make Norwich more competitive and put the county on an equal footing with places that, though further from London, have quicker journeys.”

Mike Salter, EEDA’s Head of Transport Planning, said: “The Great Eastern Mainline has a crucial role in the region’s economy, connecting a number of our key towns and cities to London.  In making the case for further investment it is important that this is based on sound evidence of impacts.  This is why we are pleased to be working with our partners along the line on a technical study into the potential benefits of improving the line.”


Chloe Smith, Norwich North MP, said: “Commuters and occasional travellers alike in Norwich demand better services. The journey time is too long and both the weekend and weekday services frequently disappoint. We all want to see commitment from the Government and the industry to some basic improvements.”

Caroline Williams, chief executive of Norfolk Chamber of Commerce, said: “Significant lack of investment has resulted in old rolling stock, limited comfort, lack of speed and reliability. Journey times and facilities are unacceptable to business travellers and improvements are essential”.

Andrew Chivers, managing director of National Express East Anglia, said: “We’re delighted that Shaping Norfolk’s Future are working together with us to build a proactive, unified regional alliance to help assemble a compelling case for future major investment in the Norwich – London line.

“Now is the ideal time to create the momentum and compile the evidence which will deliver key enhancements such as faster journey times, new trains and infrastructure improvements.

“NXEA has already been the catalyst for initial rail industry work on such a project and has actively been developing stakeholder support.  We are committed to playing a leading role in delivering a faster and even higher quality intercity service on the line in the future.”

Over the coming months SNF will be carrying out a range of campaigning activities to make the case for investment in the Great Eastern mainline.

The partnership will be working closely with other regional partners including RCE, which is today also launching a pan-regional campaign to highlight the issue.

Notes to editors:

Shaping Norfolk’s Future is the economic development partnership for Norfolk. Private-sector led, it brings together all the local authorities and the private and voluntary sectors to drive forward the county’s economy.

A press conference to formally launch the campaign will be taking place today (Friday 20) at 1pm at the Shaping Norfolk’s Future annual conference which is being held at the Open Youth Venue in central Norwich.

For more information or to arrange interviews contact: SNF chief executive Chris Starkie on (01603) 224483 or (07827) 309669 or SNF administrator Sharon Arthurton on (01603) 223035.
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