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Press release – for immediate use

Campaign for Norwich to London rail improvements steps up a gear

Business and political leaders are to step up their campaign for improvements to the Norwich to London rail line after the Government announced plans to strip National Express of its East Anglian franchise.

The campaign, coordinated by Shaping Norfolk’s Future and supported by business groups and local authorities across the region, last week set out a list of six priorities to modernise and improve the Norwich to London line.

The campaign argues that investment in the Norwich to London mainline is crucial to bring it into the 21st century.

For example the 115 mile journey from Norwich to London takes around 1hr 50mins, while the 180 mile journey from York to London takes 1 hr 59mins and the 118 mile journey from Birmingham to London takes just 1hr 23mins.
The six campaign priorities are:

1 Faster journey times – with a journey time from Norwich to London of 1hr 30mins
2 More carriage capacity

3 Investment in track infrastructure to improve speed and reliability

4 Retention of a high quality Inter-City service on clean, comfortable, wi-fi enabled trains

5 Improved station environment and facilities

6 Longer franchises enabling greater investment

Campaign partners include the East of England Development Agency, Regional Cities East, the Norfolk Rail Alliance, Norfolk County Council and the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce.

The Department for Transport announced today (thurs 26) the current operator of the franchise National Express will lose its franchise at the end of March 2011.
The DfT said that the process of securing a new operator for East Anglia would start immediately so a new franchise could begin from April 2011.

Mark Hodges, chairman of Shaping Norfolk’s Future and executive director of Aviva, said: “The Norwich to London route is consistently overlooked by central Government and Network Rail.
“The decision to terminate National Express East Anglia’s franchise in 2011 makes it even more important that we persuade the Department for Transport and Network Rail of the need for improvements and investment in the line.”

Caroline Williams, chief executive of the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce, said: “The business community is united in its desire to see improvements to the Norwich to London service. We will do everything we can to persuade the Government and Network Rail to invest in improving the service under the new franchise. We also need to work with NXEA to ensure they remain committed to their planned investment programme”

Ann Steward, Norfolk County Council’s cabinet member for economic development, said: “Norfolk County Council sees the Norwich to London train service as vitally important for the county and all who live, work and do business here.

“We will be working to ensure that the Department for Transport takes on board our calls for improvement as it looks to appoint a new operator for the franchise.”

Steve Morphew, Chairman of Regional Cities East, said: “Areas across the East of England are crying out for train service improvements, none more so than the cities of RCE. The process of appointing a new franchise holder must take this into account. We’re going to be working hard to make sure that the essential improvements our campaign is calling for are factored into the criteria for a new operator.”
Shaping Norfolk’s Future will be writing to Transport Secretary Lord Adonis to seek clarification about the timetable and process for the appointment of a new operator.

The partnership will also be seeking assurances about the maintenance of standards of service until and after the handover period.

Notes to editors:

Shaping Norfolk’s Future is the economic development partnership for Norfolk. Private-sector led, it brings together all the local authorities and the private and voluntary sectors to drive forward the county’s economy.

For more information or to arrange interviews contact: SNF chief executive Chris Starkie on (01603) 224483 or (07827) 309669 or SNF administrator Sharon Arthurton on (01603) 223035.

