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C/O Charles House

Prince of Wales Road

Norwich

NR 1 1RE
April 14, 2011
Dear Secretary of State,

We are writing on behalf of the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership to give our full support to applications by Suffolk and Norfolk for funding from BDUK to enable the roll out of super-fast broadband.

The economic performance of both counties is being significantly held back by poor broadband coverage and the introduction of a high speed network for Suffolk and Norfolk is a top priority for the New Anglia LEP.

As business leaders, we recognise the Government needs to prioritise investment in locations which offer the greatest potential for economic return.
We believe the two counties of Suffolk and Norfolk offer that potential.

As the bids demonstrate, both would deliver outstanding return on investment, increasing the GVA of the two counties by many hundreds of millions of pounds and creating and sustaining thousands of jobs.

The New Anglia LEP is looking to build on the strength of its world leading key sectors, such as tourism, energy, life sciences, advanced engineering, ICT, financial services, food and farming.

A super fast broadband network will enable these sectors to grow rapidly – helping rebalance the economy from dependence on the public sector.

Without a super fast network our rural communities will suffer from the growing digital divide with urban and more affluent suburbs where commercial provision is being rolled out.

In submitting bids to BDUK, we did consider a single bid. However a significant amount of work over many months had already been undertaken by both counties, and we believe that submitting two separate but related bids is the best approach.
Through our Local Enterprise Partnership and other projects, Suffolk and Norfolk enjoy a close working relationship and there has been a great deal of cooperation between both bidding teams.

If both are successful we intend to work even more closely, including exploring the potential for joint procurement.

Both bids have overwhelming support from the business community, which has been the driving force behind campaigns for super fast broadband in both counties.
Both counties have assembled experienced project teams which stand ready to deliver the projects as soon as funding is awarded.
In addition both counties have carried out in depth research and have demonstrated clear civic leadership.

The bids are also supported by all MPs from Suffolk and Norfolk, who have indicated in meetings with you and colleagues the strength of our bids and the importance attached to them.
In New Anglia we are not looking for hand-outs or subsidies, but a leg up to enable our area to be able to compete on a level playing field with better connected parts of the country and the world.

In summary, we urge you to give the go ahead for the bids from Suffolk and Norfolk, which are ready to go, offer a great return on investment and will transform the economic prospects of our two counties.

Yours sincerely
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Chief Executive Adnams Plc                           Managing Director Pasta Foods

           Joint chairmen, New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership
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