More than 160 meetings were held between businesses and some of Norfolk’s major purchasers at a new ‘Meet the Buyer’ event held at the Royal Norfolk Show. 

Buyers from some of Norfolk’s largest organisations invited small and medium sized businesses to meet with them in the ‘Spirit of Enterprise’ marquee at the Show.

Jenni Kershaw, Director of Ace Surfaces Ltd, a leader in kitchen and bathroom refurbishment said, “this is the best Meet the Buyer event I’ve attended.  It was professional and well organised, with a great atmosphere.  

It enabled me to meet the most senior buyers in major organisations who had a really positive and strategic approach.  They were able to open doors and give me access to the right people in their organisation.”       

John Harris, Head of Procurement for NHS Norfolk said, “I was very impressed with the level of innovation demonstrated by the companies I met; their commitment to find out how they could add value to the local NHS 

for patients really shone through on the day. Almost all of the 22 businesses I interviewed on the day were appropriately placed to deliver quality and value; we will be having follow-up meetings shortly.”
The buyers, which have a combined annual purchasing power of approximately £2 billion, included Bernard Matthews, Roys, R G Carter, Norfolk Constabulary, Norfolk County Council, Norwich City Council and NHS 

Norfolk.

The event was organised by the FSB (Federation of Small Businesses) and Shaping Norfolk’s Future.

The stand at the Norfolk Show was shared by Landskills East, the John Innes Centre and Shaping Norfolk’s Future.  Exhibitors in the SNF area were there to provide businesses attending the Meet the Buyer event with 

advice, guidance and support and included Business Link, Norfolk Network, REV-ACTive, Trading Standards and the Federation of Small Businesses.

Emma Finn, Director of Marketing for Shaping Norfolk’s Future said, “Our aim is to drive forward Norfolk’s economy and I’m delighted that we were able to provide businesses in Norfolk with access to some of the most powerful buyers in the county and showcase organisations which can provide them with practical advice and support, to help grow Norfolk’s businesses.”

Martin Lake, Chairman of the Mid-Norfolk Branch FSB and Director of buy local Norfolk Ltd. said, "this was a really positive, relevant and vibrant event which I felt very proud to be part of.  Local businesses were offered pre-bookable 10 minute appointments to meet a wide spectrum of buyers from public and private organisations. We wanted to make sure that both the businesses and buyers perceived value for their investment of time.....from the superbly positive feedback I have received I am delighted to say this was absolutely achieved.”
Open 4 Business is the next meet the buyer-type event on Norfolk’s business calendar.  To find out more visit:

www.open4biz.org.uk
