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 For Immediate Release
A11 dualling confirmed: £600m in benefits for Norfolk
On 17 November, Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon announced that the dualling of the A11 would be brought forward to 2010, eighteen months earlier than expected. A report by Atkins consultants concluded the scheme would bring over £600m in benefits- £557.5m to the Norfolk economy in time spent working rather than in traffic, and a further £136m to the wider economy.
The leaders of 100 of Norfolk and Suffolk’s biggest businesses joined forces to demand the former Secretary of State for Transport, Ruth Kelly, and the present Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon give the go ahead for the dualling of the A11 between Barton Mills and Thetford.
The organisations together employ more than 30,000 staff, making the letter the most significant alliance of businesses from across Norfolk and Suffolk in recent years.

Business leaders signing the letter include the bosses of Norwich Union, Anglian Group, Bernard Matthews, Multiyork, Group Lotus, Office2Office and Bowes of Norfolk.

Caroline Williams, chief executive of the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce, said:

“It cannot be under estimated how important good transport links are to the economy of Norfolk and the A11 is a key route. Norfolk businesses never gave up their fight to achieve this outcome and it is very much welcomed.”
The letter was organised by Shaping Norfolk’s Future, the county’s economic development partnership, and the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce.

John Fry, chairman of Shaping Norfolk’s Future and chief executive of media group Archant said “We are delighted the Government has finally agreed to the dualling of the A11. This project is the number one priority for Shaping Norfolk’s Future because of the enormous impact it will have on the county’s economy. A fully dualled A11 will improve the business perception of Norfolk at a stroke”.

Peter Barry, Managing Director, Pasta Foods Ltd and President of the Norfolk Chamber of Commerce said of the development: “The dualling of the final stretch of the A11 across the Norfolk/Suffolk border will undoubtedly have a beneficial impact on the local economies. Accessibility and cheaper land values will be attractive to investors looking to position new businesses or logistics enterprises to serve the East of England while further afield running times from Norwich, Great Yarmouth and North Norfolk to markets in the South East and Midlands will improve saving significant cost in manpower and energy. It will also be a significant step forward in upgrading the image of Norfolk as a place to do business and live. We still have plenty to do in relation to other infrastructure projects but this is a good start”

The letter was one element of county-wide campaign to persuade the Transport Secretaries to give the scheme the green light.
Noel Bartram, Chief Executive of Bernard Matthews, said; "we think a fully dualled A11 is essential for a thriving economy in Norfolk. For a farming business of our size and scale, with all of our production taking place within this region, a strong infrastructure is imperative."

Michael Timewell, Chairman of Norfolk Tourism said of the A11 dualling: "Great news for tourism. In a recent survey 51% of respondents said that their businesses had suffered due to the non-dualling of the A11.  The A11 is one of the key routes into our county that tourists will use and the news that the final stretch will now be dual carriageway will be welcomed by all sectors of the tourism industry and that includes attractions, accommodation providers and the business & conference industry." 
In addition to the 100 business leaders, the letter was also endorsed by more than 100 members of the Federation of Small Businesses, and was supported by other business organisations including the CBI and the Institute of Directors.
Notes to editors:

The nine mile stretch of the A11 between Barton Mills and Thetford is the last single-carriageway section of the road between the M11 and Norwich.

Research undertaken by WS Atkins earlier this year for the East of England Development Agency revealed the benefits of dualling this section would be more than £690m in time savings and increased productivity.
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