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Press release – immediate issue

22nd March 2011
Green light for A11 dualling scheme
Today the green light was given by government for the dualling of the A11 between Barton Mills and Thetford after completing its final planning stages.

The Government’s decision was welcomed by Shaping Norfolk’s Future, the county’s economic development partnership.
Mark Hodges, chairman of Shaping Norfolk’s Future and chief executive of Aviva UK, said:

"The government's announcement that the dualling of the A11 will go ahead is great news for businesses in Norfolk, Suffolk and the region.  It will improve efficiency and save costs at a critical time for the economy.
 

Shaping Norfolk's Future partners have worked together over many years to ensure this outcome and it is our partners' vision, focus and tenacity which has enabled this to happen."
Roads Minister, Mike Penning said,
"This scheme has very high levels of public support. Road users will benefit from reduced congestion, faster, more reliable journeys and improved safety on the route which is a major link between the East of England and London.  Our analysis shows that every pound invested in this scheme will deliver more than £17.”
Shaping Norfolk’s Future has been working closely with business groups, MPs and local authorities to persuade the Government the scheme should proceed, despite the country’s economic challenges.
Notes to editors:

The nine mile stretch of the A11 between Barton Mills and Thetford is the last single carriageway section of the road between the M11 and Norwich.

The cost of the scheme is estimated at £134m, with time saving benefits alone worth £1.6bn.

For further information contact:
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